
Extracting with the Quick Selection Tool in CS3 

Load a photo.  Make it something easy to extract (on contrasting 
background) for practicing. 

 Duplicate photo (Cntl_J) (will not work on the Background layer) 

Save as a different name so you don’t loose your original 

Select the Quick Selection tool (W)   Looks like a pencil as shown in Print 
Screen below 

 

In the options bar above, click on the New Selection (one on left) 

Start tracing the inside of your subject (fruit and leaves in my case) see the 
marching ants in the screenshot below? 

 Start at one end and click as close to the inside edge as you can 

Try to trace the entire subject before letting go of your mouse.  The 
tool will grab clumps at one   time. Don’t worry if it grabs more than 
you want, just keep going. 

If you let go of the mouse, the tool will automatically switch to the 
“Add to Selection” option,  so continue to select until your entire 
extraction is selected. 



Once you play a little, you will know what I mean. Notice in the example 
below, the little marching ants surrounding the fruit, but it also captured 
some of the background I don’t want. 

 

Leaving the marching ants active, switch to the Subtract from Selection in 
the toolbar above to erase the areas you do not want in the extraction.   
“Push” the edge of the selection (that you do not want) back into the area of 
extraction.  Sorry, this is the best way for me to describe it. 

Even if you have a little extra in the selection, don’t worry at this point. 

Click on the eyeball of the Background layer to hide it. Now Click on Select 
> Inverse and then click delete.  Now   Deselect. 



 

 

This got rid of everything outside my selection BUT I still have unwanted 
selections like part of the plant between the fruit and leaves.   

OK, now select the New Selection tool again and click around the areas left 
to delete.  If you are lucky enough to select ONLY what you want to delete, 
you are indeed lucky, just click delete and deselect.   

If like me, you are not so lucky, leave the selection (marching ants alive and 
well) and change the tool to the Subtract from Selection.  “Push” the 
boundry back to just the selection you want. See the marching ants between 
the light colored leaf and the stem in example below? I need to push the 
side of the marching ants to include all the green I want to delete. 

When just right, click delete and deselect.  



  

Now clean up the edges with your eraser.  There shouldn’t be too many.  

Finally, delete the Background layer, and save as a PNG.  Viola!   

 


